A simili Geranium diffusum Kunth, pilis glanduliferis prorsus destituto, aperte differt cum eiusmodi pilis tam caule quam petiolis, foliorum basi etiamque inflorescentia-sepalis pedicellisque praecipue-praeditum sit.
Herbs perennial, 3-17 cm tall. Rootstock 1-11 mm diam., ± vertical. Stem 0.06-0.22 cm diam., decumbent, without vegetative stems, leaved, herbaceous, with retrorse, appressed, eglandular hairs 0.2-1.5 mm long, and patent, glandular hairs 0.2-0.5 mm long. Basal leaves in a ± persistent rosette; lamina 0.5-2.9 × 0.7-2.7 cm, polygonal in outline, cordate, palmatifid (ratio main-sinus length/ middle-segment length = (0.74)0.88-0.91(0.98)), pilose, with appressed, eglandular hairs and scattered, patent glandular hairs on margin and on nerves of the abaxial side (sometimes on adaxial nerves too), nervation not projected; segments 5, obtriangular (with lanceolate lateral lobes joined to the middle one) (ratio maximum width/ middle-segment length = (0.76)0.92-0.98), 0.5-1.4 mm wide at the base, 3(5)-lobed at the apex (ratio second-sinus length / middle-segment length = (0.31)0.44-0.52(0.61)); cauline leaves opposite; petioles to 17 cm long, with retrorse, appressed, eglandular hairs 0.3-0.7 mm long, and patent, glandular hairs 0.2-0.5 mm long; stipules 2.8-6.8 × 1-1.8 mm, lanceolate, with scattered eglandular hairs on abaxial surface and on the margin, glabrous adaxially. Inflorescence a monochasial cyme; cymules 1-flowered, solitary; pedicels 2.3-20.5 cm long, with retrorse, appressed, eglandular hairs 0.2-0.7 mm long, and patent, glandular hairs 0.2-0.6 mm long. Distribution and Habitat-Ecuador, from Pichincha to Azuay provinces, and North Peru (Cajamarca). (Fig. 3) . Peats or very humid habitats in Polylepis forest or open grassy areas, among 3,300 and 4,150 m.
Phenology-Flowering from July to December.
Discussion
This species is similar to Geranium diffusum Kunth in general appearance. Leaves of G. diffusum are ± densely covered by small and appressed hairs on both surfaces, while in G. pseudodiffusum hairs are restricted to margin and nerves of the abaxial side and more rarely on nerves of adaxial side. Additionally, G. pseudodiffusum has glandular hairs on stem, pedicels, sepals, petioles, and sometimes on leaf lamina (especially towards the base). Glandular hairs are also present on the mericarps and rostrum of the fruit but not constantly. Geranium antisanae R. Knuth also has glandular indumentum but it is easily distinguished by its less deeply divided leaves, which are densely covered by glandular and eglandular patent hairs. Geranium pseudodiffusum is additionally different from G. diffusum in some minor quantitative features, which have some overlap. Leaves of G. pseudodiffusum are more divided because the segments and lobes have deeper sinuses. Its pedicels are shorter than in G. diffusum and thus cymules appear shorter than the adjacent leaf. Petals are shorter and narrower than in G. diffusum and always glabrous, and staminal filaments and fruits are also shorter.
Geranium pseudodiffusum is confined to paramos of central Ecuador and N Peru where G. diffusum is also found. I have collected both species in several localities where they grow together. There I could verify that G. diffusum grows in disturbed areas while G. pseudodiffusum is located in peats or humid habitats. In extreme cases G. diffusum occurs in borders of peats or even on tussocks of grasses while G. pseudodiffusum is restricted to the swampy base of these tussocks. To distinguish the species of sect. Diffusa , which exhibit decumbent habit, turnip-shaped rootstocks, 1-flowered cymules, short leaves, and short petals, a key is provided. Key to Species of GERANIUM sect. DIFFUSA
